
rop caps are large initial 
letters. In the same way that 

introductory lines are written to 
mentally draw the reader in to your story or essay, the first 
lines can also have a larger, bolder, or different style font to 
draw the reader’s attention visually. 
 

Most of the text in your composition will be body text. 
Body text has a simple and easy to read font. When 
designers create page layouts, they use a dummy text 
called “lorem ipsum.” It allows the designer to study 
the visual appearance of the page without getting 
distracted by the actual text. Here’s what a standard 
paragraph of lorem ipsum looks like:

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Nam 
ut purus nisi, vitae 
egestas justo. Vivamus porttitor est nec felis feugiat 
porttitor. Donec cursus tincidunt faucibus. Donec 
malesuada ligula non nulla volutpat viverra. Nunc eget 
eros vel augue ultrices posuere sed a justo. Etiam quis 
faucibus tellus. Pellentesque nec sapien ut turpis tempor 
mattis sit amet sed ipsum. 

Titles, headings, introductory lines, body text, pull-
quotes, images, captions, and even empty space are all 
potential parts of your page design. Imagine your page is 
a wooden box. All these potential pieces are blocks that 
can go inside the box, like a puzzle. Except this puzzle 
has more than one solution, and an infinite amount of 
puzzle pieces.

Rachel Elliott, University of Kentucky Writing Center

Document design
Page pieces

D

Captions for images are often written 
in a  smaller, lighter, or italicized font. 
This particular image is of a Kea, a 
parrot native to New Zealand. Image 
from www.wikipedia.org.

This is 
called 
a pull-
quote.

“

”

Imagine your page is a box, waiting  to 
be filled with pieces of content. This 
caption is  such a piece. Captions can 
go anywhere on the page, but work 
best when close to the image and 
aligned with its edges. Illustration by 
Rachel Elliott, 2012.
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