
Newspaper layouts

A grid is a network of lines , 
u sua l l y un i f o rm l y spaced 
horizontal and vertical lines. 
Designers can create their own 
grids of various scales and sizes, 
and then use its lines and 
intersections as a guide for 
placing text, images, shapes, 
and colors. 

Grids work wonderfully for 
arranging many complicated 
and diverse visuals and text into 
one unified document, because 
grids can take advantage of 
every gestalt principle. (See the 
Visual Literacy: Unity tutorials 
for an explanation of gestalt.)

In the New York Times example 
at right, the text for a lead story 
is contained in a box shape, 
i l l u s t ra t i on s a re i n c l o se 
proximity to the story they 
belong to, and the summaries of 
stories inside use a similar font 
and take up a similar amount of 
space. Also, titles and images 
cross over two columns of space, 
breaking continuity between one 
story and the next, so the reader 
knows which column of text 
comes next.
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Quilts

How do quilters craft a harmonious 
design from small scraps of fabric of 
such different colors and textures?
When organized in a grid, diverse 
visual elements become much less 
chaotic. The  pieces are cut into 
repeating  and similar shapes, and 
then assembled into blocks. Each 
block’s edge is aligned to a 
continuous line, and the different 
pieces are visually contained in an H 
shape.

Exhibits 

This award winning exhibit designed by Volume Inc. and installed at the California 
Academy of Sciences uses a grid layout to arrange information into “manageable 
snippets, without sacrificing rich content” within a three-dimensional space. 


